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WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US AT THIS YEAR’S

FERN LODGE ANNUAL MEETING
The meeting will be on

SunpAY, OcTOBER 20, AT 2:30

at

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, CA

“BEING FAITHFUL AND OBEDIENT”

will be the topic of a talk by

Donald Christensen, C.S.

Mr. Christensen has been Christian Science Practitioner for many years.
He is listed in The Christian Science Journal in San Francisco, CA.

We are grateful to the members of First Church of Christ, Scientist, Walnut Creek
for giving us the opportunity to hold our meeting in their church.

Ample parking is available at the church,
and childcare will be available during the meeting.
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WHAT MAKES FERN LODGE UNIQUE?Z — CHERISHING THE IDEALS OF

A wonderful community of around fifty Christian In common with all Christian Science nursing
Science nursing facilities, services and homes is organizations, we are devoted to Christian Science
scattered through the United States and Europe. healing and to the demonstration of God’s loving
We are grateful for the tender, loving Christian care for man. In that demonstration we all find
Science nursing that is provided by each of these policies and practices that are unique to us.
organizations. All of them offer similar services

inspired by and grounded in the practice of ADMISSION AND PATIENT STAY

Christian Science, and each one has its own identity.
We would like to share with you some of the unique
aspects of Fern Lodge.

Fern Lodge admits Christian Scientists who seek

to be benefitted by Christian Science nursing while
they pray for healing. We are able to accommodate
a full range of care needs,
including assistance with all
the activities required for
normal daily living. The
needs may appear as physical
challenges, or may seem

to be primarily mental in
nature. Fern Lodge does not
provide residences for those
who do not need Christian
Science nursing.

We always expect immediate
and complete healing, as a
natural result of Christian

Science prayer and
treatment, for everyone who
comes to us for Christian

Come visiT FErRN LODGE

Science nursing. However, we are grateful to
provide ongoing care for as long as individuals are
committed to seeking healing through Christian
Science and we are able to meet their care needs.

Everyone who comes to Fern Lodge notices our
home-like, family atmosphere. The facility is
located on what feels like a country road, though it

is only about a half-hour drive from downtown San At Fern Lodge, patients and staff treat each other like
Francisco. Our quiet setting is surrounded by trees

family. Though we are careful to be sure that staft

and wildlife, including deer, raccoons, foxes,
and many varieties of birds, that regularly

visit our property and may be seen passing by
patient room windows. The décor is tasteful
and simple, and patients may bring artwork or
smaller items that give their rooms a feeling of &
home.

As delightful as the setting is, Fern Lodge’s :
uniqueness is in its demonstration of spiritual k
qualities, not in any material appearances.
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HOME AND FAMILY, DEMONSTRATING GoOD’S BENEVOLENT SUPPLY

members do not take responsibility for
patients’ personal affairs in any way, we
encourage the friendships that develop
when a team of Christian Science nurses
provides care for the same individuals
over a period of time.

PATIENT ACTIVITIES

Christian Science nursing is practiced
from the standpoint of man’s wholeness
as the loved child of God, and we
expect patients to live full, productive
lives while they are at Fern Lodge. Of
course quiet prayer and the study of
Christian Science are most important,
and each day every patient has ample
opportunities to commune with God and to seek
the recognition of the divine Love that heals. Our
activities director and other staff members read
Christian Science literature to patients, and hymns
and recorded literature always are available.

Fern Lodge also offers a broad spectrum of activities
that are intended to give patients opportunities to
feel God’s presence in a variety of ways. A daily walk
with staff up our lane gives patients, including those
in wheelchairs, a chance to see neighboring gardens
and wildflowers in bloom. Local musicians perform
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live music, which patients love. Patients may gather

in groups and play games and do other activities that
demonstrate joy and freedom.

FINANCES

Christian Science nursing seems costly and may
present a financial challenge to those who need

care for a time. We are grateful for each patient’s
payment, whether for the full charges or for a small
portion. No one who is in need of Christian Science
nursing and who applies to Fern Lodge ever is
turned away only because they lack funds to pay for
the care they need. Nor is any patient at Fern Lodge
asked to leave only because he or she is unable to
afford the cost of care.

Fern Lodge participates in the government funding
programs, Medicare and Medi-Cal, and helps to
secure payment when patients have insurance that
covers their stay. But generally none of these sources
provide sufficient funds to pay the full cost, and
some individuals have significant nursing needs but
do not qualify for government assistance.

We cannot tell you often enough or fully enough
how grateful we are for every donation we receive.
These gifts have enabled us to maintain through the
years our policy of never asking anyone to leave
Fern Lodge who needs Christian Science nursing,
whether or not they are able to afford to pay. Thank
you for your ongoing support.
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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE NURSING EDUCATION — UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES

Fern Lodge offers unique opportunities for learning
Christian Science nursing. These include the traditional
model of courses and mentored work experience at the
facility, but if an individual cannot come to Fern Lodge
for an extended period, other options may be offered.

Classes may be conducted through web-based computer
connections, where those in remote locations can
participate in class discussions, watch the demonstration
of skills and techniques, and show what they have
learned. Christian Scientists may join others in a class or
receive one-to-one instruction in this way.

A course of classes can be conducted in locations other
than Fern Lodge. A previous course included three
young mothers who met at one of their homes about
120 miles from our facility. One weekend a month
Sharon Strong traveled to meet with these dedicated
individuals, who finished a complete series of courses in
Christian Science nursing in about three years.

Fern Lodge conducts Christian Science nursing
workshops in Christian Science branch churches.
During these programs Christian Scientists learn the
spiritual foundation and nature of Christian Science
nursing, and they are taught simple fundamental skills
that they can put into practice to help others.

Our Spanish-language instruction in Christian Science
nursing continues to be active, both at Fern Lodge and
in South America. Bilingual Christian Science nurses
on our staff are ready to mentor those who wish to
learn Christian Science nursing at Fern Lodge. These
individuals also learn to read and speak English at the
same time, so that they are able to read Mary Baker
Eddy’s writings in the original language and share
comforting ideas with patients. Soon, Fern Lodge
plans to hold advanced as well as beginning courses in
Argentina and Peru.

You are invited to our Annual Meeting

Sunday, October 20 at 2:30 in the afternoon
at First Church of Christ,

See the page inside for more information.

Scientist, Walnut Creek.
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